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Status 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
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Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) E3 The drawing(s) filed on 07 October 2003 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 1-5, 8-10 and 12-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Admitted Prior Art from US 2004/0193868 (TW 468,1 09; as 
submitted by applicant) in view of Ono et al (US 2003/0067446). 

With respect to Claims 1 and 15, APA discloses a method for constituting 
bootstrap hotkeys, comprising the steps of: 

identifying a predetermined keyboard (paragraph 3); 

executing a host computer's hotkey bootstrap codes when said host computer is 
initially booted (paragraph 3); 

transferring a keyboard-identification means from said host computer to a 
keyboard, connected to said host computer (paragraph 3); 

transmitting a keyboard-confirmation means corresponding to said keyboard- 
identification means from said keyboard to said host computer (paragraph 3); 

booting a hotkey function when said keyboard-confirmation means is recognized 
by the hotkey's bootstrap codes (paragraph 3); and 
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terminating said hotkey's bootstrap codes when said keyboard-confirmation 
means is not recognized by the hotkey's bootstrap codes during said initial booting 
(paragraph 3; it is inherent that when the keyboard-confirmation means is not 
recognized that the bootstrap codes would be terminated.); 

APA does not disclose displaying on said host computer screen a menu of 
hotkey functions including at least one input-key indicating portion and at least one 
application indicating portion corresponding to the input-key indicating portion when a 
depressed single key or combination key of said keyboard is recognized by said 
hotkey's bootstrap codes and executing the application program associated with the 
application indicating portion corresponding to said input-key indicating portion when 
said depressed single key or combination key of said keyboard is identical to said input- 
key indicating portion indicated by the hotkey's bootstrap codes. 

Ono discloses displaying on said host computer screen a menu of hotkey 
functions including at least one input-key indicating portion and at least one application 
indicating portion corresponding to the input-key indicating portion when a depressed 
single key or combination key of said keyboard is recognized by said hotkey's bootstrap 
codes (Fig. 2 and paragraph 74) and executing the application program associated with 
the application indicating portion corresponding to said input-key indicating portion when 
said depressed single key or combination key of said keyboard is identical to said input- 
key indicating portion indicated by the hotkey's bootstrap codes (paragraph 80). 

It would have been obvious at the time of invention to modify the APA with the 
teachings of Ono, displaying hotkey functions and their corresponding hotkey on a 



Application/Control Number: 10/680,646 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2629 

monitor, by incorporating the teachings of Ono into the device of the APA because it is 
more user friendly when the hotkeys and their functions are shown together, that way 
the user does not need to memorize which hotkey is for which function. 

With respect to Claims 2 and 16, APA discloses the method according to claim 1 , 
wherein said keyboard is a computer keyboard (paragraph 3, lines 4-6). 

With respect to Claims 3 and 17, APA does not disclose the method according to 
claim 1 , wherein said keyboard is a wireless keyboard. 

However, APA does disclose said keyboard is a computer keyboard (paragraph 
3, lines 4-6). 

Since there is no benefit or advantage to having a wireless keyboard over a 
wired keyboard described in the specification, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to choose either a wired keyboard or a 
wireless keyboard based on a designer's choice. 

With respect to Claims 4 and 18, APA does not disclose the method according to 
claim 1, wherein said hotkey is a default bootstrap hotkey. 

Ono discloses the method according to claim 1 , wherein said hotkey is a default 
bootstrap hotkey (paragraph 74). 

It would have been obvious at the time of invention to modify the APA with the 
teachings of Ono, displaying hotkey functions and their corresponding hotkey on a 
monitor, by incorporating the teachings of Ono into the device of the APA because it is 
more user friendly when the hotkeys and their functions are shown together, that way 
the user does not need to memorize which hotkey is for which function. 
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With respect to Claims 5 and 19, APA and Ono do not disclose the method 
according to claim 1 , wherein said hotkey is a user-defined bootstrap hotkey. 

However, Ono discloses the method according to claim 1, wherein said hotkey is 
a default bootstrap hotkey (paragraph 74). 

Since there is no benefit or advantage to having a user-defined bootstrap hotkey 
over a default bootstrap hotkey described in the specification, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to choose either a 
default bootstrap hotkey or a user-defined bootstrap hotkey based on a designer's 
choice. 

With respect to Claims 8 and 25, APA discloses the method according to claim 1, 
wherein said keyboard-identification means is a keyboard-identification instruction 
(paragraph 3). 

With respect to Claims 9 and 26, APA discloses the method according to claim 1, 
wherein said keyboard-confirmation means is a keyboard-confirmation instruction 
(paragraph 3). 

With respect to Claims 10 and 24, APA does not disclose the method according 
to claim 1 , wherein said hotkey's bootstrap codes are obtained from the Internet. 

Ono discloses the method according to claim 1, wherein said hotkey's bootstrap 
codes are obtained from the Internet (paragraph 85). 

It would have been obvious at the time of invention to modify the APA with the 
teachings of Ono, displaying hotkey functions and their corresponding hotkey on a 
monitor, by incorporating the teachings of Ono into the device of the APA because it is 
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more user friendly when the hotkeys and their functions are shown together, that way 
the user does not need to memorize which hotkey is for which function. 

With respect to Claims 12 and 20, APA does not disclose the method according 
to claim 1, wherein said single key or said combination key indicated by said input-key 
indicating portion is a default single or a default combination key, respectively. 

Ono discloses the method according to claim 1 , wherein said single key or said 
combination key indicated by said input-key indicating portion is a default single or a 
default combination key, respectively (paragraph 73). 

It would have been obvious at the time of invention to modify the APA with the 
teachings of Ono, displaying hotkey functions and their corresponding hotkey on a 
monitor, by incorporating the teachings of Ono into the device of the APA because it is 
more user friendly when the hotkeys and their functions are shown together, that way 
the user does not need to memorize which hotkey is for which function. 

With respect to Claims 1 3 and 22, APA does not disclose the method according 
to claim 1, wherein said application program indicated by said application indicating 
portion is a default application program. 

Ono discloses the method according to claim 1 , wherein said application program 
indicated by said application indicating portion is a default application program 
(paragraph 80). 

It would have been obvious at the time of invention to modify the APA with the 
teachings of Ono, displaying hotkey functions and their corresponding hotkey on a 
monitor, by incorporating the teachings of Ono into the device of the APA because it is 
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more user friendly when the hotkeys and their functions are shown together, that way 
the user does not need to memorize which hotkey is for which function. 

With respect to Claims 14 and 23, APA does not disclose the method according 
to claim 1, wherein said application program indicated by said application indicating 
portion is a user-defined application program. 

Ono discloses the method according to claim 1, wherein said application program 
indicated by said application indicating portion is a user-defined application program 
(paragraphs 234-235). 

It would have been obvious at the time of invention to modify the APA with the 
teachings of Ono, displaying hotkey functions and their corresponding hotkey on a 
monitor, by incorporating the teachings of Ono into the device of the APA because it is 
more user friendly when the hotkeys and their functions are shown together, that way 
the user does not need to memorize which hotkey is for which function. 

With respect to Claim 21 , APA and Ono do not disclose the input system 
according to claim 15, wherein said single or combination key indicated by said input- 
key indicating portion is a user-defined single or combination key, respectively. 

However, Ono discloses the method according to claim 1, wherein said single 
key or said combination key indicated by said input-key indicating portion is a default 
single or a default combination key, respectively (paragraph 73). 

Since there is no benefit or advantage to having said single or combination key 
indicated by said input-key indicating portion is a user-defined single or combination 
key, respectively over said single key or said combination key indicated by said input- 
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key indicating portion is a default single or a default combination key, respectively 
described in the specification, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of invention to choose either said single or combination key indicated by 
said input-key indicating portion is a user-defined single or combination key, 
respectively or said single key or said combination key indicated by said input-key 
indicating portion is a default single or a default combination key, respectively based on 
a designer's choice. 

With respect to Claims 27 and 29, APA does not disclose a method for 
constituting bootstrap hotkeys, comprising the steps of: 

downloading a hotkey's bootstrap codes by a computer; 

judging whether a depressed single or combination key of a keyboard is a 
bootstrap hotkey; and 

if the judging result is yes, then showing a menu of hotkey functions which 
comprises at least one input-key indicating portion and at least one corresponding 
application indicating portion, whereby said computer then executes an application 
program indicated by the application indicating portion corresponding to the input-key 
indicating portion. 

Ono discloses a method for constituting bootstrap hotkeys, comprising the steps 
of downloading a hotkey's bootstrap codes by a computer (paragraph 85), judging 
whether a depressed single or combination key of a keyboard is a bootstrap hotkey 
(Fig. 8), and if the judging result is yes, then showing a menu of hotkey functions which 
comprises at least one input-key indicating portion and at least one corresponding 
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application indicating portion, whereby said computer then executes an application 
program indicated by the application indicating portion corresponding to the input-key 
indicating portion (Fig. 2 and paragraphs 73-74). 

It would have been obvious at the time of invention to modify the APA with the 
teachings of Ono, displaying hotkey functions and their corresponding hotkey on a 
monitor, by incorporating the teachings of Ono into the device of the APA because it is 
more user friendly when the hotkeys and their functions are shown together, that way 
the user does not need to memorize which hotkey is for which function. 

With respect to Claims 28 and 30, APA does not disclose the method according 
to claim 27, wherein the steps of downloading a hotkey's bootstrap codes by a 
computer further comprises a step of displaying an icon representing the hotkey's 
bootstrap codes on the computer. 

Ono discloses the method according to claim 27, wherein the steps of 
downloading a hotkey's bootstrap codes by a computer further comprises a step of 
displaying an icon representing the hotkey's bootstrap codes on the computer (Fig. 2 
and paragraph 74). 

It would have been obvious at the time of invention to modify the APA with the 
teachings of Ono, displaying hotkey functions and their corresponding hotkey on a 
monitor, by incorporating the teachings of Ono into the device of the APA because it is 
more user friendly when the hotkeys and their functions are shown together, that way 
the user does not need to memorize which hotkey is for which function. 

Response to Arguments 
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3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-30 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael Pervan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
0910. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday between 8am - 5pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Amr Awad can be reached on (571) 272-7764. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Conclusion 



MVP 

Jan. 17,2007 




